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LUXEMBOURG 
THORN COMMENTS ON SALT II, BREZBNEV PROPOSAZL 
LD012331 Budapest Domestic Service in Hungarian 1750 GMT 1 Nov 79 LD 


[Text] Gabor Nemes reports on the press conference given today by Gaston Thorn, 
foreign minister of Luxembourg: 


I have no illusions about having anything out of the ordinary to tell you: 
Simply, we have had useful, successful talks. I consider that there is a need 
for open, frank exchanges of opinion between small countries as well. 


These were the words with which Gaston Thorn, foreign minister of Luxembourg, 
began his press conference today. The reporters, however, looked on Thorn not 
primarily as a politician from a small West Buropean country, but as an active 
NATO statesman. Accordingly, the questioning centered on his views concerning 
East-West relations and European detente. 


Thorn first of all expressed the hope that SALT II would eventually be ratified. 
He added however: It is not immaterial when, how and in what sort of atmosphere 
the Soviet Union and the United States begin to discuss SALT III. 


As regards European detente, the foreign minister described the most important 
peace initiative in recent weeks, Brezhnev's proposal in Berlin, as worthy of 
thorough examination, but without using any particular adjectives about it. This 
thorough examination would be carried out--at the latest--at the December NATO 
session. As regards the decision which is likely to be reached, in Thorn's 
personal opinion, it is probable that one of the most vital points in the Soviet 
proposal will be rejected by NATO; NATO will probably decide to deploy the new 
nuclear weapon systems in Europe. 





Despite this, Gaston Thorn stressed the importance of all the disarmament proposals 
submitted to date. He also repeatedly emphasized the need for detente, though this, 
as the likely decision by NATO shows, is a lengthy process which is not free from 
setbacks. 
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SCHMIDT RESTATES POSITION ON BREZHNEV PROPOSALS 
LDO41746 Hanburg DPA in German 1550 GMT 4 Nov 79 LD 


(Text ] Monte Carlo--Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt does not expect that Leonid 
Brezhnev's disarmament proposals can "substantially alter the policy of detente." 

In a forum discussion with French journalists, a recording of which is to be breadcast 
by Radio Monte Carlo on Monday, Schmidt acknowledged on Sunday, according to the radio 
Station, some "positive points" in the proposals. There will be no fundamental change 
in German foreign policy. This policy is directed toward maintaining equilibrium in 
order to guarantee detente and cooperation, Schmidt said. 


BOELLING VIEWS RESPONSE TO BREZHNEV LETTER 
LD221635 Hamburg DPA in German 1541 GMT 2 Nov 79 LD 


(Text ] Bonn--In the opinion of government spokesman Klaus Boelling, the recent letter 
on questions of disarmament sent by Soviet head of party and state Leonid Brezhnev to 
Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and other Western heads of government will be answered 
before NATO's December meeting. Boelling told the press in Bonn today that the letters 
would be answered individually. In the letter Brezhnev repeated the essence of his East 
Berlin offer to withdraw 20,000 men and 1.000 tanks from the GDR. This was seen by many 
people in the West as an attempt to influence NATO's counterarmament discussion. 


PARTY OFFICIALS COMMENT ON FALIN-ZAGLADIN INTERVIEW 
cbou/csu's weiskirch 
LD032008 Hamburg DPA in German 1835 GMT 3 Nov 79 LD 


{Excerpt ] Hamburg--The CDU/CSU believes that the comments by senior Soviet politicians 

on disarmament in the latest edition of DER SPIEGEL are an indication of concessions in 

the area of nuclear medium-range missiles. Willi Weiskirch, chairman of the working 

group on defense of the CDU/CSU parliamentary group, said in BILD AM SONNTAG regarding 

the statements by Valentin FPalinand Vadim Zagladin, the Western policy experts in the 

CPSU Central Committee, that it has always been one of the West's demands that the Soviet 
SS<20 missiles, which have seriously altered parity in Europe would have to be withdrawn, 
In order for a new situation to develop for NATO, Weiskirch said, there mist be a guarantee 
before the NATO conference in December that the USSR is really prepared to renounce nuclear 
medium-range weapons in Europe, 


SPD's Schwartz 
Lp031548 Hamburg DPA in German 1512 GMT 3 Oct 79 LD 


{Text ] Bonne-The SPD regards the comments made by CPSU Central Committee Western affairs 
experts Valentin Palin and Vadim Zagladin as confirmation of their view that the detente 
Signals sent out by party leader Leonid Brezhnev in East Berlin are to be taken seriously. 
SPD executive spokesman Lothar Schwartz said today that the West should draw the necessary 
conclusion from this and make a precise negotiating offer to Moscow, 
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Particularly worthy of note were the announcements ly the two experts of the imminent 
implementation of the withdraval of complete Sovist combat units from the GDR to the 
extent of 1,000 tanks and 20,000 soldiers and tne assertion that the Soviet Union does 
not attach any conditions to this, apart from hoping for a response. 


GENSCHER ASSESSES BASIS OF EAST-WEST NEGOTIATIONS 
LDO40954 Hamburg DPA in German 0100 GMT 4 Nov 79 LD 


(Text) BonnePederal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher has stressed the readiness of 
the Federal Republic and its allies to negotiate with the Soviet Union on arms control. 


In an interview with the press on Sunday, Genscher appealed to the East to take the 

West's desire for negotiations seriously, just as the West took the readiness for 
negotiations announced by Soviet party chief Leonid Brezhnev seriously. He said that 

the East should not make the climate for negotiations worse by making threats and rendering 
the constructive beginnings in Brezhnev's speech implausible. "We want equil‘briun, 

not superiority,” Genscher stressed. The West also sees the security interests of the 
other side, 


According to Genscher, the West wille-in December and within the NATO framework--decide 
on a negotiating offer to the East intended to halt the arms race in medium-range 
weapons. The aim here is to limit medium-range weapons to the lowest possible level. 
This would be easier to achieve if the Soviet Union now stopped its medium-range arms 
buildup. Each additional three-warhead missile deployed by the Soviet Union makes 
negotiations more difficult. Over 100 Soviet SS-20 missiles with over 300 mclear 
warheads are already deployed in Europe. A further 50 missiles with 150 miclear warheads 
are being added each year. And this does not include the modern Soviet Backfire bomber. 


Genscher said that the NATO decision on counterarming would, because of the technicalities 
of production, lead to an initial deployment of medium-range missiles in Western Europe 

in mid-1983 at the earliest. Since a Soviet failure to halt their deployment of mediun- 
range missiles would only increase the East's superiority further, it is now up to the 
Soviet Union to decide if the mumber of its medium-range missiles ag they stand today 

or the additional missiles contimally added up to 1983 would be the subject of negotiations. 
The period up to 1983 could be used for negotiations without them being made more difficult 
for the Western side by the deployment of a single Western medium-range missile, 

"It is not the counterarming of the West that is the problem, but the advance arming 

by the East,” Genscher stressed, 


Genscher named the U.S. decision to refrain from producing the B-I bomber and its 
unilateral postponement of the decision regarding the neutron bomb as important Western 
steps against an arms rave and ones which had not been made dependent on a quid pro quo. 
He said that the withdrawal of 1,000 muclear warheads from Burope now being contemplated 
by the United States underlined the West's determination to keep the miclear components 
of deterrence and defense within bounds. 


Gerscher announced a fresh initiative by the Federal Government for the Vienna negotiations 
on force reductions. The West is aiming for a reduction to 700,000. At present, the land 
forces on the Western side total 791,000 against 956,000 on the Eastern side, which means 
an excess of 165,000. If the reduction of 20,000 Soviet troops stationed in the GDR ane 
nounced by Brezhnev took place, the East's superiority would fall from 165,000 to 145,000. 
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APEL INTERVIEWED ON EUROMISSILES, ARMS LIMITATION 
DWO51004 Cologne Westdeutscher Rundfunk Network in German 0634 GMT 3 Nov 79 DW 


{Excerpts from correspondent Miljan telephone interview with Federal Defense Minister 
Hans Apel] 


(Text] [Question] For some time now, experts have been talking about an additional 
menace to Western security of new Soviet weapons. What makes them so dangerous anyway? 
Is it just the number, which is greater? 


[Answer] It is not so much that the number is greater, but the fact that the Soviet Union 
has considerably modernized the medium-range field that concerns us. The Soviet Union 
definitely has a technical lead in that area. If you wish to put it this way, it repre- 
sents an entirely new phenomenon--a missile which is fully mobile, can be launched in the 
field and is hard to discover. On the other hand, we have a rapid obsolescence of corre- 
sponding systems on the Western side, most of all airplanes, which will be increasingly 
exposed to highly developed antiaircraft defense. Hence the necessity to modernize on 

our part as well--or to modernize only as much as recessary after arms control negotiations 
with the Soviet Union which, hopefully, will be successful. 


[Question] What good does a Western medium-range missile do if it is inferior to the 
Russian missile with respect to range, for example? 


[Answer] The point at issue definitely is not to reply to a missile threat with missiles. 
Were it so, then the introduction of a4 missile with a 2,500-kilometer range would be 
nonsensical. What matters rather is that if the Soviet Union threatens militarily or 
politically to use this weapon, which cannot reach U.S. territory but can easily hit 
European territory, we make it clear to the Soviet Union that we are equally in a position 
to reach Soviet territory, not just missile launching pads, which we cannot reach anyway 
Since they are mobile and the missile can be hidden in the field. What matters is that 
threat neutralizes threat. This is the peace-saieguarding aspect of the matter: Any 
threat with military force or even the use of military for>ce via an escalation of mutual 
deterrence will lead to a point where this will be left well alone and peace will continue. 


[Question] Would such a new Western medium-range missile be the only conceivable anwer, 
or would it not also be possible to provide a different answer, say, by increasing the 
number of combat planes on the Western side? 


[Answer] This is also an answer, but as I said, we must also proceed from the premise 
that combat planes will be increasingly exposed to antiaircraft defense, that they can 
reach targetr only in very low altitude flight, and that we can thus hardly pose any 
threat to Soviet territory since low-altitude flying over such an extended period of time 
is technically impossible with the craft we have in service or in development now. 


[Question] This means, in other words, the answer which defense politicians provide is 
dictated by technical aspects. 


{Answer] It is dictated technically by the development of defense systems which in- 
creasingly gain in accuracy through the technologies we are getting, such as target- 
searching systems, radar-based systems, and a lot more. 
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[Question] The 4ecision on this new weapon is scheduled to be made in Brussels in 
December, and strictly speaking shis involves two decisions: One on the missile and 
the other on an arms control offer to the Soviet Union. Obviously, it is intended to 
link these two. Does this mean, on the other hand, that if this missile does not 
materialize there will not be a negotiation offer to the Soviet Union either? 


[Answer] We will offer to the Soviet Union--and Mr Brezhnev has said already in his 
remarkable speech in ITast Berlin that he is prepared to negotiate--<to negotiate under 
SALT III, as early as next spring we hope, on whether or not we can bring about arms 
limitation. After all, any intelligent man is bound to prefer that over the arms spiral. 
But behind this we put the production decision of the Americans, so that it will become 
clear to the Soviet Union that unless negotiation results are achieved these weapons will 
be transported to Europe--American weapons, to be sure, for which we, however, accept the 
deployment. If you wish to put it this way, this is a double-track affair. Then it will 
largely depend on the results of the negotiations, ani above all on the readiness and the 
capability of the Soviet Union to reach results, as to whether and to what extent this 
deployment will become necessary. The weapons proper, these new weapons, will be available 
in 1983-84 at the earliest. This makes it plain that the negotiations can proceed with a 
chronological lead. 


[Question] In this connection there is always talk about closing the arms gap with 
respect to medium-range missiles. What does this look like financially’? Would such a 
closure of the arms gap be linked with additional demands on the finance minister? 


[Answer] The arms involved are American arms. We are fully aware of that. i: other 
words, if need be and if the arms control negotiations do not produce a satisfactory 
result, Europe will, at best, make its territory available. Since these are American 
arms, financing is up to the Americans. We could be faced with giving moderate financial 
assistance for creating the infrastructure for these arms. These are amounts, however, 
that can be easily placed in the defense budget without any problem for the defense 
ministers or the German defense minister. 


[Question] I added up the financial means at your disposal from 1978 through 1982. In 
5 years these were DM191 billion. You were once finance minister. Does this high amoun< 
create a limit for the financial and economic burden to be carried by the Federal Reputlic? 


[Answer] Two things must be said in this connections First, defense expenditures have 
been decreasing since the early sixties compared with the overall expsnditures of the 
Federal Government, the lander and communities. Initially there were high expenditures 
because of the establishment of the Bundeswehr; later on, defense expenditures gradually 
decreased. Priority was given to other things, such as education. The share of defense 
expenditures inthe federal budget is decreasing. So nobody is being overcharged here. 


There is one problem, however. Every new generation of arms is becoming much more expen- 
sive. Inflation rates naturally influence arms production costs. Therefore, costs must 
be reduced through Joint European production; and most of all, every European industrial 
nation in the East and in the West, maybe even all nations of the world, must be rational 
and realize that the arms spiral does not produce more security but rather less security. 
The modernization we are discussing here is an attempt to anticipate arms control because 
it is not a matter of having more missiles but a matter of having more security. In other 
words, an equality of military capabilities on both sides must be achieved on as low a 
level as possible. 
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[Question] How come the West European countries when compared with the Soviet Union 
always look like midgets’ The Soviet Union is much larger, but measured by its populace 
and economic efficiency it is not more important than the West European countries. Is 
this due to the lead in arms technology you mentioned in the beginning, cr are the 

arms expenditures there simply much higher than in our countries’ 


[Answer] As regards technology, the Soviet Union is presently in the lead with its SS-20 
missile. Otherwise we are still leading everywhere in arms technology, although the lead 
of the West is decreasing. But one point of your question is correct. The Soviet Union 
in past years greatly extended its arms expenditures. Compared with the Soviet Union, 
however, we are «till medium-size. powers. The Soviet Union is a world power which wants 
to be present on all seas of the world and which believes it must make defense efforts in 
several directions. In such a case the defense sector is greater than in our countries. 
But since we feel increasingly threatened by the Soviet arms expar:ion or the military 
expansion, we must do something additional. That is the content of the present debate. 


[Question] But there certainly are economic limits to Soviet arms policy’ 


[Answer] If that were not the case there would only be limited hope for arms control 

and arms limitation. I believe tht all industrial nations are coming close to the limits 
of their capabilities and are facing more and more energy problems. The Third World, 

the developing countries, will have less understanding for our negligence with regard 

to giving them assistance. The Soviet Union is getting into troubled water in this 
respect. It is more and more becoming the target of international criticism because 

it exports mainly ideology and arms. In otner words, there are sufficient objective 
necessities to achieve arms control. We are prepared to do that. We want security, 

not more armament. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REITERATES FRG STANCE ON PLO 
LD021613 Hamburg DPA in German 1454 GMT 2 Nov 79 LD 


{Execerpt] Bonn--Bonn would consider diplomatic recognition of the PLO only if the PLO 
recognized Israel's right to exist in accordance with the Middle East resolutions of the 
UN Security Council. A Poreign Office spokesman today reiterated Germany's well-known 
stance in connection with the latest efforts of the PIO to improve its status on the 
national and international levels. 


In an interview published today, the PLO representative in Bonn, in the Arab League 
mission here, Abdvllah al-Ifranji, declared that political contacts were in progress 
between the PLO end the Federal Government. "We are anxious that these contacts should 
have a political character." Writing in the bulletin of the "Palestine Information 
Center,” Al-Ifranji said that these contacts were not being conducted by a subordinate 
apparatus. 


Bonn diplomatic circles see this as a subjective assessment of the quality of these 
contacts. According to the Poreign Office, there were purely technical contacts at the 
working level, such as those at the United Nations or by way of the German Embassy in 
Beirut. 
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PRC CHAIRMAN HUA GUOFENG PAYS OFFICIAL VISIT 
Meeting With Cossiga 
LDO32132 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2000 GMT 5 Now 79 LD 
[Text] Luciano Lombardi reports on the visit to Rome by Chinese Premier Hua Guofeng: 


The talks between Chinese Premier Hua Guofeng and Prime Minister Cossiga today lasted 
approximately 3 hours. It was a restricted meeting. Those present included Vice Premier 
) Yu Quili and Poreign Minister Huang Hua, with Ministers Mal“atti and Pandolfi on the 
Italian side. 


The presence of the treasury minister is indicative that economic matters dominated this 
firnt meeting by the Chinese premier during his visit here in Rome. The meeting was 
subsequently Joined by Ministers Serti and Andreatta in a second phase. Bilateral 
relations, cooperation, trade and the possibility of improving the already excellent 
Giplomatic relations between China and Italy established 9 years ago were at the center 
of the dizcussion held in an atmosphere of cordiality and reciprocal interest. 


Hua’s visit to Italy, which concludes the European journey of the Chinese head of govern- 
ment, has, in other words, opened in a spirit of reinforced collaboration and friendship. 
The prime minister displayed interest in the present internal situation of the PRC while 
the Chinese visitor, pointing out the importance of Italys' role in the process of 
European construction and the attention which China devotes to the EEC, stressed that the 
PRC needs peace to develop its country in the direction of the four moderni zations 
expressed by the People’s Assembly, in particular agriculture, small- and medium-sized 
industry, transport and telecommunications--sectors in which Italy will participate in 
accordance with technical cooperation agreements. 


This first meeting at Palazzo Chigi was devoted to an examination of the economic situations 

with international questions being reserved for the second meeting between Hua and Cossiga. 

This evening, in fact, Cossiga limited himself to an exposition of the fundamental outlines 

of Italian foreign policy. 

While we are speaking to you, the Chinese premier is at Ville Madama, as the guest of the 

pri'e minister. Tomorrow, he will be going to Venice, while Vice Premier Yu Qiuli will 

be going to Turin and Poreign Minister Huang Hua will visit the Republic of San Marino, 
Purther PRC Delegation Activities 

LDO42250 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 1800 GMT 4 Nov 79 LD 


[Excerpts] Luciano Lombardi reports on Hua Guofeng's second day in Italy: 


It is better to see it once then hear about it a hundred times-«-Hua Guofeng recalled this 
ancient Chinese proverb while going down the Grand Canal in a gondola to stand in front 
of the house where Marco Pc! was born. Venice had a great welcome for the Chinese 
prime minister, who was accompanied by Adolfo Sarti, minister in charge of relations 
with parliament. 
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Over to (Glanni Raccanelli) kl ‘Venice: 


Hua Guofeng did not fail to metion a Chinese proverd during his visit to Venice. He 
gucted it at the end of the lunch at Ca' Rezronico, replying to the greetings expressed 
by Minister Sarti: It is better to see it once than hear about it a hundred times. It 
was his way of expressing h..« admiration for the city of which he had heard so much but 
had never seen. Ih the course of a brief toast, he naturally mentioned the Venetian 
Marco Polo, the first Western traveler to describe the celestial empire, and the role 
of Venice, a crossroads between Western and EZastern civilization. 


In the afternoon, Hua Guofeng was in Murano, where he visited a glass furnace which 
some years ago--as someone recalled maliciously--had bein visited by Soviet President 
Podgornyy. Here he was able to admire the work of maste> glassblowers and received 
the gift of a plate painted by (Glancarlo Pedotti), hearing his portrait with that 
of Marco Polo in the background. The Chinese president was visibly affected by this 
gift and stated that he was highly appreciative of this symbelic juxtaposition. 


The day, which opened this morning with an impressive procession down the Grand Canal 
and a visit to the duca) palace, will conclude this evening at the La Venice theater 
where Mua Guofeng will attend a Vivaldi concert given in his honor. 


While Hua Guofeng was in Venice, Vice Premier Yu Qiuli visited the Piat works in Turin. 
{passage indistinct] do agreements were signed in Turin, but in any case none was 
scheduled. However, the presence in the Chinese delegation, led by the vice premier 

in charge of plamming, of personalities with important duties in the economic and 
industrial fields leads one to believe that China attaches much importance to the Fiat 
project, a project which was also discussed yesterday in Rome during the meeting betweer 
Cossiga and the Chinese premier. 


After a first meeting this morning, broadened to include al] members of the delegation 
and the entire China project group, which was chaired by engineer Pedrana, the Chinese 
this afternoon visited the (Spatura) plant, which forms part of the industrial vehicle 
corpceration and produces tractors, earthmoving machines and industrial vehicles. A 
second meeting, this time restricted to the most important representatives of the 
Chinese delegation and Piat, was held subsequently at head office in Corso Marconi. The 
restricted meeting was chaired by the managing director of Plat, engineer Nicole 
Tufarelli. 


Pinally, the official visit paid by Muang Hua to San Marino: The minister of foreign 
affairs of the most heavily populated country of the world spent the day in the world's 
Oldest and smallest republic, paying a visit to a sovereign state which has long since 
established diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China. Over to Pranco 
Peoci in San Marino: Chinese Poreig Minister Huang Hua, who arrived in San Marino 
this morning, after a conversation with his counterpart Reffi, was solemnly received 
this afternoon by the Captains Regent of the Republic of Mount Titano, who were 
accompanied by the Grand and General Council--the San Marino parliament --and 
personalities of the worlds of politics and culture. 


Tomorrow, there will be a resumption of the more political part of Hua Gusireng's visit 
to Italy with a meeting at the Quirinal between President Pertini and the Chinese 
premier. He will also be meeting the leaders of Italian political parties. I the 
afternoon, Hua wil] have talks with economic ministers and representatives of manu- 
facturing industry. 











VII, 5 Mov 79 PORTUGAL Hi 


PROCEEDINGS OF PALESTINIAN SOLIDARITY CONPERBDICE REPORTED 
1D021956 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1550 GMT 2 Nov 79 LD 


(Text ] ‘The world conference of solidarity with the Arab peoples and the Palestinian 
cause began in Lisbon early this evening. In the spotl‘git--Yasir ‘Arafat. The 
diplomatic marathon for the recognition of the PLO is gaining momentun, 


President Ramalho Eanes, Prime Minister Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo, Poreign Minister 
Preitas Cruz, Secretary General of the Socialist Party Mario Soares and Secretary 
General of the Portuguese Communist Party Alvaro Cunhal met with the Palestinian leader 
today. Tomorrow ‘Arafat will be received by the Council of the Revolution. 


Opening Sessior 
LDO22219 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1950 GMT 2 Mov 79 LD 


(Excerpt) The conference of solidarity with the Arab peoples and the Palestinian 
cause began in Lisbon over an hour ago. PLO Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat is presiding over 
the conference. This morning ‘Arafat met with Mario Soares and Alvaro Cunhal, was 
received by Prime Minister Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo and had lunch with Poreign 
Minister Preitas Cruz. In the afternoon the PLO chairman was received by President 
Ramalho Eanes, and tomorrow he will be received by the Council of the Revolution, Here 
is a report by Maria Daniela from the main auditorium of lisbon University's rectory: 


‘Begin Daniela recording) The session began shortly before 1900, immediately after 
Yasir ‘Arafat's arrival, ‘Arafat is flanked by General Costa Gomes, chairman of the 
Portuguese Council for Peace and Coopers:ion and by ‘Umar Humaydi, chairman of the 
congress secretariat. Also present are Councilors of the Revolution Melo Antunes, 
Vaseo Lourenco and Vitor Alves, ombudsman Maglahaes Godinho, Vasco da Gama Pernandes, 
Suleiman Valy Mamede, ciairmon of the Lisbon Islamic Community, Vasco Goncalves, Rosa 
Coutinho and representatives of the political parties. 


The segsion was opened, as planned, by General Costa Gomes, who referred to the 
Portuguese people's solidarity with the Palestinian cause, Costa Gomes gave a historical 
review of the Middle East issue, dating back to the 1917 Balfour Declaration, He then 
recalled the fate of the Palestinian people ever since, dispersed as they are through- 
Out several covzcries, Most of them are, in fact, living in southern Lebanon, General 
Costa Gomes also spoke about his recent visit to Palestinian refugee camps and the 
various aspects with which he was able to acquaint himself on the spot. Reference was 
also made to the Camp David agreements which do not solve the Middle East problen, 

since the PLO, which is the legitimate representative of the Palestinian issue, has been 
excluded from the talks. 


Next to speak was ‘Umar Humaydi, chairman of the conference secretariat, who began by 
thanking the Portuguese people and the progressive forces which made possible ‘nis 
meeting in Lisbon, This meeting, he said, will enable the world to bear witnrss to a 
crime against the world [as heard), Mumaydi also referred to the Camp David agreements 
and said in this connection that they have only aggravated the problem of a people 
dispersed f:om their homeland, Mumaydi then spoke of the preparations preceding this 
congress snd of the Helsinki session, @uring which the documents which are now going to 
be debated were drafted, Some 500 delegations are at this moment present in the 
auditorium, 
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This confere.ce, Hamaydi edded, also wants to draw attention to the danger whieh the 
Israeli agreression poses to the world, particularly in the economic aspect. The 
Palestiniass are prepared to fight for peace, either by means of war or through 
negotiations, and are striving for world solidarity. 


‘Arafat Opening Address 
Jm030827 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 0415 GMT 5 Nov 79 JN 


fText] Lisbon--PLO Executive Committee Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat has reiterated the 
Palestinian peoples denunciation of the treacherous agreement As-Sadat siged with the 
Zionist enemy. Arafat said: Since the conclusion of the Egyptian-Isreeli agreement, 
the Arab people in Lebanon have been subjected to constant Zionist aggression with the 
use of highly lethal weapons. 


In a speech he delivered at the opening session of the international conference of 
solidarity wi.h the Arab people and with their central issue of Palestine yesterday, 
‘Arafet asked: Do these Zionist aggressions against Lebanon constitute the Camp David 
peace? Arafat added: After thecollap’* of the reactionary bastions belonging to U.5. 
imperialism, particularly the shah's regime in Iran, Washii e*on establisnes 4 new hostile 
pact between the As-Sedat regime and the Zionist entity under Sh. guise of 4 peace 
agreement. 


Arafat also stressed that U.S. policy supports the Pascis’ Zionist policy of expansivn, 
intended to fragment the Arad homeland a. exploit its national resources. 


Repyrt on Opening Speeches 
LDO30234 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0001 GMT 5 Nov 79 LD 


{Excerpts ] The creation of an independent Palestinian state in the West Bank and in 
the Gaz. Strip is very near--this was stated by Abu (?Yab), @ prominent PLO leader, in 
an interview granted to the Beirut newspaper AL-ANWAR. Citing the fact that pirt of 
world public opinion now recognizes the Palestinian people's rights and indicating 
some moderation and flexibility on the part of the PLO, Abu (?Yab) said: The 
Palestinian state will be born much sooner than the observers think. 


At the same time, the Paris weekly [words indistinct] said that Yasir ‘Arafat has 
reportedly promised an imeediate and complete end to all military operations against 
Isreel, This newspar*> also reports that secret negotiations hav~ taker place between 
Paris and ‘Arafat, in which Prench approaches to Washington to obtain U.5, recognition 
of the PLO were discussed. In exchange for this recognition, the PLO will reportedly 
end its military operations in Israeli territory. 


The presence in Portugal of important PLO leaders, particularly Chairman Yasir '\rafat, 
might shed some light on the reports published by internatioral news agencies. Our 
colleague covering the proceedings of the world conference of solidarity with the Arab 
peoples and the Palestinian cause here in Lisbon reports: 


Regarding reports published ty a Prench newspaper that the PLO will immediately, or 

very soon, end its military operations against Isreel, I o#: say that Judging from what 
we have heard tonight, there is no irdication that the PLO has made such 4 proposal. 

On the contrary, judging from the various speeches delivered by representatives of Arab 
countries, there is no indication that the PLO is prepared to end its military operations 
in exchange for U.S. recognition of the PLO, 
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Yasir ‘Arafat has indeed delivered a speech violently criticizing the United States, 
repeatedly stating that peace and stability in the Middle East can be achieved only 
when the Palestinians are settled in their own trrritory and the Palestinian state has 
become a reality. 


We heard 'Arafut peremptorily guarantee that the Palestinian people have rejected 
administrative autonomy and the Camp David agreements, which will never bring peace to 
the Middle East. It was, in brief, a speech which does not agree with the reports of 
the French newspaper. 


The conference was opened last night in the main auditorium of the Lisbon University 
rectory in the presence of Yasir ‘Arafat. General Costa Gomes opened the conference, 
which has brought figures from all over the world to Lisbon, 


(Begin Costa Gomes recording] It is an honor for me to be able to convey to the men- 
bers of all delegations present in this conference--both on Dehalf of Portugal an. on 
my Own part--the warmest and most cordial greetings. [end recording] 


In a brief speech, Costa Gomes advocated the resolution of all conflicts within the 
framework of the United Nations and recalled that the United Nations recognizes the 
rights of the Palestinian people, General Gomes said that it is impossible today to 
sOlve the Middle East problem by ignoring the UN resolutions and by excluding the 
Palestinian people from the talks, 


The other Portuguese speaker at the opening session was Lt Col Melo Antunes, a member 
of the Council of the Revolution, who began by speaking about the significance of the 
conference in Portugual and about the importance of ‘Arafat's visit: 


[Begin Melo Antunes recording] Your visit to Portugal, Mr Chairman, is of great 
Significance and it marks an exceptionally important moment in the history of Portugual's 
relations with the Arab peoples and with the Palestinian people in particular, 


Although I obviously cannot express myself on behalf of the Portuguese Government and 
although I do not represent any Portuguese political institution, I do not hesitate in 
stating that the visit of your excellency to Portugual will not only give a new impetus 
to the diplomatic battle waged by the PLO for the recognition of the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people, but will also place my country in a better position to fight 
in the West for the just cause of the Palestinian people and to contribute more 
effectively to a balanced and stable settlement of what is known as the Israeli-Arab 
conflict. [end recording] 


‘Arafat was the last speaker, He delivered a long speech and was warmly applauded, He 
spoke abc..t his people and their struggle which he said nobody can now stop. As we 
have already stated, his speech was characterized by its forcefulness, 


Iragi Ba'th Party Speech 
JNO31549 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1445 GMT 3 Nov 79 JN 


[Excerpts] Lisbon, 3 November--The Arab Socialist Ba'th Party has affirmed that the 
Camp David agreement poses grave dangers, which go beyond the borders of the Arab 
homeland, This came in a gpeech delivered here last night at the world conference in 
solidarity with the Palestinian people, by 'Abd al-Fattah Mihammad Amin, member of the 
Ba'th Party Regional Command and of the RCC. 
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The Ba'th Party speech affirmed that the Camp David agreemert has created a state of 
tension and instability in the Arab region and that this situation resulted in the 
intensification of Zionist aggressions against southern Letanon, thus exposing this 
part of the Arab homeland to the dangers of a destructive war and threatening its 
people with annihilation at the hands of the invading Zionist forces, The speech 
stressed that the Arab masses will continue the struggle to thwart the Zionist -Egyptian 
treaty and foil its results, 


The Ba'th Party speech cautioned that U.S. imperialism is seeking to control the Arab 
region by submitting plans for new military alliances and by threatening to occupy the 
oil fields and use force under the pretext of protecting the waterways. 


The Ba'th Party speech reaffirmed that U.S. threats to occupy the oil fields in the 
Arab homeland do not scare the Arab masses, who realize that oil is "a fiammable matter" 
which will first burn anyone who takes such a step. The Ba!'th Party called on the 
conferees to condemn the Camp David accords and all their results, the Egyptian regime 
and the Zionist occupation of the Arab land. 


It also called for the exposure of all the attempts taking place to prostrate Lebanon 
and drag it toward a new alliance by putting pressure to bear on its wound in the south. 
It called for the exposure and condemnation of the new imperialist-Zionist alliance in 
the Arab area, for the exposure of the Zionist colonialist collusion with the racist 
regimes in South Africa and for support of the struggle of the Zimbabwe and Namibian 
peoples for independency, 


Second Session 
ID050031 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1930 GMT 4 Nov 79 ID 


{Excerpts ] The proceedings of the world conference of solidarity with the Arab people 
and the Palestinian cause took place normally today at Lisbon's Penta hotel, although 
there were fewer delegates at today's session. 


Items expected to be included in this afternoon's agenda included three forums: One 
with trade unionists, a second with parliamentarians and a third with journalists, as 
well as a meeting with Latin American delegates, Our reporter Maria Daneila was 

present at the meeting with the Latin American delegates and also at the parliamentarians 
forum, 


[Begin Daniela recording] The meeting was within the framework of the so-called 
"continental" meetings, designed to provide an exchange of viewpoints and experiences 
to strengthen the solidarity movement in each continent or region. Today's meeting was 
chaired by Commander Zero of Nicaragua and attended by delegates from Bolivia, Cuba, 
Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Peru, Panama and the Montoneros of Argentim. 


The Montoneros representative strongly defended the unity of all revolutionary and 
progressive forces against imperialism and dictatorships, citins the regimes in Chile, 
Paraguay, Uruguay and Brazil as examples of ferocious dictatorships. He proposed that 
there should be active solidarity with the PIA, 


Eden Pastora, leader of the Nicaraguan Sandinist Liberation Front, in closing the 
session referred to the materiel and moral aid which the PIO provided to his front at 
the peak of the war and also afterwards, saying that Sandinist guerrillas had maintained 
close relations with the PIO @uring the Somoza dictatorship. We feel solidarity with 
the PLO and all the world's oppressed people, he concluded, 
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As meitioned ezrlier, I also followed the proceedings of the parliamentarians forun, 
chaired by Fernando Loureiro, Worthy of mention is the address of Belgian delegate who 
spoke of the importance of the .eed for European and Arab parliamentarians to campaign 
in their parliaments and among the people for the setting up of EurO-jrab parliamentary 
associations in their countries. An Italian Socialist MP attending the conference 
suggested at the forum that all parliamentarians should propose the (?strengthening) of 
their countries' relations with the PLO, 


Arab journalists complained that Western newspapers were not reporting the truth about 
the Palestinians and about the real situation there, They cited the Tel Aviv correspon- 
dent of LE MONDE as an example, They said his reports were very subjective, to which 

a LE MONDE representative replied that the job of the journalists was not ask (’grief) 
or (?sympathy)-producing questions, but to seek the truth. For us to be able to help 
the Palestinian cause, he said, we have to know every side of the issue, 


The forum made two concrete proposals: To establish a minimum platform of understanding 
among all journalists to help the Palestinian people and, in relation to the international 
year of the child, that all newspapers throughout the world should publish a picture of 

a Palestinian child on the front page. [end recording] 


POLISARIO Front Communique 
LDO51031 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1000 GiT 5 Nov 79 LD 


{Text] The delegation of the POLISARIO Front attending the Lisbon conference of 
solidarity with the Arab people today criticized the absence of any references to the 
struggle of the Saharan people in the conference, A communique released by the POLISARIO 
Gelegation denounced the breaches of procedure that have occurred within the conference's 
specialized committees aimed at keeping out of the debates any references to the alliance 
between President As-Sadat and King Hassan II of Morocco, 


ANOP today quotes the Moroccan ambassador to Lisbon as expressing his country's hope 
for Portugal's diplomatic support on the Sahara question. So far Portugual's position 
on the conflict between Morocco and Algeria on the Western Sahara has been one of strict 
neutrality. 


YASIR 'ARAFAT GRANTS INTERVIEWS, HOLDS CONTACTS 


‘Arafat Interview 
LD032202 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1930 GMT 3 Nov 79 ID 


[Excerpts] Yasir ‘Arafat this afternoon had a meeting with a delegation of the Social 
Democratic Party [PSD]. After the meeting Nuno Rodrigues dos Santos said that the PSD 
had always recognized the Palestinian people's struggle. 


Immediately after that meeting--and before the news conference that is still in 
progress as this newsreel goes on the air--the PLO leader granted us an exclusive inter- 
view in which, among other things, he said, quote: I hope that the Portuguese people 
will help us build a better future for our children, For further details here is a 
report from Emidic Rangel at the Penta hotel: 


The promised exclusive interview with Yasir ‘Arafat finally materialized toward the end 
of the day, which means that in this newsreel we shall only be able to bring you the 
first two questions and respective replies, with translation superimposed, In due 
course we may broadcast in full this interview in which points are made that seem to us 
important. 
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For the first question we put to the PIO leader I shall hand you over to my colleague 
Maria Daniela: We started by asking the Palestinien leader what he hopes to achieve 
with this visit to Lisbon and his meetings with Portuguese officials; 


‘Begin ‘Arafat recording in English, fading into Portuguese translation] From friends, 
especially from our closer friends, we expect a lot. We are struggling and fighting 

to defend the resistance of our people, to defend our children and, in short, to defend 
the future of the generations to come. In these circumstances we need help in every 
possible form. And we hope that our friends, the people of Portugal, will support our 
just cause, the cause of the Palestinian people expelled from their homeland, There 
are 4 million of us, expelled from our homeland by force, Sixty percent of our people 
are refugees; Stateless, homeless and enduring very difficult circumstances, The 
other 40 percent live under a regime of repression and terrorism, not to mention what 
we are facing in southern Lebanon, where the Israelis are employing the most up-to-date 
weapons, including banned weapons like fragmentation shells, asphyxiation bombs and 
napalm, all internationally banned. All this is being used against our people. Hence 
we should expect a lot of our Portuguese friends, especially because they are well 
acquainted from recent experience withwhat itmeans to fight a dictatorship. [end 
recording ] 


Some observers viewed ‘Arafat's speech yesterday as violent and uncompromising, con- 
trasting with other attitudes shown of late by the PLO. We put this to the PIO leader. 
Here is his reply: 


[Begin ‘Arafat recording] Who are those observers? I said the truth, I exposed the 
worldwide conspiracy against our people. I do not think that those observers have 
interpreted my words correctly. What I said yesterday is very important because I 
exposed a world conspiracy. In so doing I asked for justice, It this being violent? 
On asking for a just peace I asked for complete and unconditional withdrawal from the 
occupied territories. Is this being violent? Isaid that oi] resources shoul‘ benefit 
the entire world, including the poorer nations. Is this being violent? I axed for 
the implementation of our rights, for our return to our homeland, that an end be put to 
the exile of our refugees so that they may live with the dignity of human beings. Is 
this being violent? I asked for our self-determination, a right that, according to the 
UN resolutions, belongs to all the world peoples. Is this being violent? [end recording] 


Here is a resume of the substance of the rest ofthe interview: “Arafat told us that oil 
is his people's only weapon, The United States, for example, he said, resorts to all 
manner of weapons, including the economic one, We, too, have the right to defend 
ourselves with our only weapon, he said, 


‘arafat further assured us that there are no plans for any summit meeting organized by 
Jordan and attended by the United States, the USSR and the sides in conflict, namely, 
Israel and the PIO, 


Yasir ‘Arafat will shortly be attending a rally at the Lisbon sports pavillion, after 
which he will leave Portugal. 








VII. 5 Nov 79 M7 PORTUGAL 


Press Conference 
LDO4O140 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0000 GMT 4 Nov 79 LD 


[Excerpts] In an exclusive interview with this station, Yasir ‘Arafat mentioned the use 
of oil as a weapon to further one of the PLO's main goals--the establishment of a 
Palestinian state on the West Bank. When we put this possibility to hin, ‘Arafat 
replied with a question: [If the United States resorts to all sorts of weapons, including 
the economic one, why should we not use oil as an instrument of pressure to further the 
just rights of the Palectinian people? 


Portugal's support for the Palestinian cause has been the keynote of Yasir ‘Arafat's 
meetings with the Lisbon authorities, particularly his meeting with the Council of the 
Revolution Saturday. 


At the Penta Hotel in Lisbon, ‘Arafat met the press. He described the fact that the 
solidarity conference is being held in a friendly West European country as a fundamental 
landmark for the Arab cause. The PLO leader added that the tine has cone to end the 
monopoly that Israeli opinion holds in the countries of Europe. It is essential for the 
Palestinian cause that Europe should recognize its case, ‘Arafat stated. He then announced 
his forthcoming visit to France at the invitation of the French authorities. In this 
commection he said that he has already had tasks with the French foreim minister and 

with French Communist leader Georges Marchais. 


A British woman reporter, recalling the historic Balfour Declaration that marked the 
beginning of the Palestinians’ exodus from their homeland, asked ‘Arafat if he had a 
message for the British people. Great Britain, the PLO leader said, has a historic, 
actual and moral responsibility in the crime perpretated against the Palestinian people. 
And he added: The British people must look into their consciences and adopt an attitude 
based on the concept of equality, thus correcting the mistakes of the past. 


Additional Interview 
LD050016 Lisbon in Portuguese to Europe 1930 GMT 4 Nov 79 LD 


{Excerpt ] PLO Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat said today in an interview with the ANOP news 
agency that the PLO will soon open an office in Portugal and also hopes for early 
recomiition of the PLO by Portugal. He described his talks with the president of the 
republic, the prime minister and the Council of the Revolution as very valuable and 
said these contacts will help promote very friendly relations between the two sides. 


‘Arafat disclosed that the PLO representative in Madrid will follow up contacts with 
the Portuguese authorities so as to secure the early opening of a PLO office in Lisbon. 


Speaking about the world conference of solidarity with the Arab and Palestinian 
peoples--wh ich he opened in Lisbon and is to continue till the 6th--'Arafat noted the 
fact that it was first of its kind in Western Europe, but, he said, it is only another 
step on the road of international solidarity with the Palestinian cause. More 
denonstrations of this nature will be held in Europe, he said. 


Asked about the importance of official recognition of the PLO by “Uisbon to the develop- 
ment of relations between Portugal and the Arab countries, the Piilestinian leader 
replied: I have no doubts about this. 
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Recalling that the Palestinian cause has in fact become the min cause of the Arab world, 
‘Arafat s2zid that all Arab countries have made it clear that their foreign policy hinges 
on the Palestine problem and ("that they would opt) for the PLO. Therefore, all friendly 
approaches in relations to the PLO will have a friendly response from the Arab countries, 
he said. 


(m the other hand, ‘Arafat denied that the PLO is thinking of establishing, at the mo- 
ment, a govermment-in-exile in Lebanon--although the question is permanently on its 
agenda--stressing, however, that the struggle of the Palestinian people must lead to the 
setting “Up Of their own homeland on Palestinian soil--which they never will agree to ex- 
change for ary other substitute for a homeland, whether in Lebanon or amwhere else. 


On what comitions tie PLO could stop its [word indistinct] war with Israel, the 
Palestinian leader reaffirmed the PLO position that real peace in the Middle East could 
only be achieved after the Zionist withdrawal from our lands, with guarantees of recog- 
nition and the establishment of the Palestinians’ fundamental human rights. These rights, 
‘Arafat pointed out, have already been recognized by the United Nations ani the mJjority 
of world nations. 


On recognition of the PLO by the United States, ‘Arafat gave an assurance that the PLO 
rejects amy conditions laid down previously and will not make army type of comessions. 
The United States will, sooner or later, recognize the PLO as the only legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinians [words indistinct] and this is a political fact which it 
is impossible to ignore, ami that was a direct quote. 


Contacts With PSD 

LD040620 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0000 GMT 4 Nov 79 ID 
(Text ] The Social Democratic Party [PSD] yesterday had its announced meeting with PLO 
leader Yasir ‘Arafat who asked the PSD delegation to convey his greetings to the Social 
Democratic Jenter Party as a partner in the Democratic Alliame. 
The Social Democrats conveyed to the Palestinian leader their support, as a reformist 
and nonrevolutionary party, for the Palestinian cause. The head of the PSD delegation, 
Nuno Rodrigues dos Santos, said after the meeting that there was agreement on some 
questions and that, generally speaking, he was pleased with the meeting. 

Meeting With Romanian Delegate 


AUO42015 Bucharest AGERPRES in English 19/0 GMT 4 Nov 79 AU 


(Text ] Lisbon, (AGERPRES) 4/11/1979--Mihnea Gheorghiu, head of the Romanian delegation 
to the world conference on solidarity with the Arab peoples taking place in Lisbon, met 
with Yasir ‘Arafat. Tharking for the message President Nicolae Ceausescu addressed to 
the confereme, Yasir ‘Arafat requested that his deep gratitude be conveyed to Nicolae 
Ceausescu for Romania's steady and miltilateral support. 
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LISBON RALLY MARES SOLIDARITY WITH PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
LDO41150 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0700 GMT 4 Nov 79 LD 


[Text] A rally of support for the Arab people was held in Lisbon in the early hours of 
the morning. Speaking at the rally, Yasir ‘Arafat said that the Portuguese people of 
the 25 April revolution understand the Palestinian people because they have promoted 
self-determimtion in Africa. In the past 2 years, the PLO and the Lebanese National 
Progressive Movement [Lebanese Natiormal Movement] have lost 27,000 fighters, and 70,000 
more have been wounded, ‘Arafat added. The confereme of support for the Arab peoples 
continues in Lisbon today. 


‘Arafat Rally Speech 
LDO%1132 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0800 GMT 4 Nov 79 LD 


[Text] Yasir ‘Arafat attended a rally of solidarity with the Palestinian people which 
was held in Lisbon late last night and ended in the early hours of this morning. ‘Arafat 
violently attacked U.S. policies in the Middle Bast and As-Sadat's regime in Egypt, 
expressed the PLO's friendship toward the Soviet Union--whic’s he described as an ally 
amd friend of the PLO--ani conveyed his warmest greetings to the people of Portugal who 
umdéerstand the Palestinian people because it promoted self-determimtion in Africa. At 
the end of this speech he said that the struggle will continue: 


[Begin ‘Arafat recording in Arabic with Portuguese translation superimposed] Together 
and united we shall proceed along this path of revolution and freedom until victory is 
ours. [end recording] 

Yesterday, ‘Arafat was received by the Portuguese Coumil of the Revolution, whom he 
invited to visit Palestine. He also had contacts with a delegation of the Social Demo- 
cratic Party. 

YASIR 'ARAPAT DEPARTS LISBON 4 NOVEMBER 


1D0411352 Lisben in Portuguese to Timor Macao and Australia 1025 GMT 4 Nov 79 LD 


{mxcerpt] Yasir ‘Arafat left Lisbon after attending a rally of solidarity with the 
Palestinian people, which was held in the Lisbon sports pavillion and ended in the 
early hours of this morning. 
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HUA GUOFENG CONCLUDES VISIT, DEPARTS 
Talks on Hong Kong 
LD021119 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 2 Nov 79 p 4 LD 
(Clare Hollingworth report: "Hua Hints at Stricter Policing of Border" ] 


[Text] Chairman Hua outlined attitude towards Hong Kong at the second of his talks with 
the prime minister yesterday, ~hich was devoted to bi-lateral issues. He said many young 
people from Canton Province crossed the border because they knew a higher standard of 
living existed in Hong Kong. The movement would stop when housing and the life-style 

in Canton improved. This would happen within a year or two, 


Meanwhile, he indicated that efforts would be made to police the border and the nearby 
coast from which the Chinese frequently attempt to escape in old boats. Chairman Hua hinted 
that more troops might be sent to the border to help to stem the exodus. 


Mrs Thatcher had repeated to the Chinese leader Britain's deep concern about the number of 
legal and illegal immigrants who cross into the colony. Chairman Hua also repeated his 
desire that joint industrial projects should be established between Beijing and Hong Kong. 
In addition, he reassured Mrs Thatcher that questions relating to Hong Kong would be 
settled through consultation, and that China would pay great heed to the interests of 
investors there. 


Members of Chairman Hua's delegations indicated that they had every interest in the 
~ lony remaining under British rule, as it provided them with at least a third of their much 
needed foreign currency. 


Invitation to Thatcher; Departure 
LD0310535 Londen PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 0947 GMT 35 Nov 79 LD 
(By David Healy, PRESS ASSOCIATION political staff] 


(Excerpts) Mrs Margaret Thatcher is to visit China, probably next year, she said today. 
The prime minister told me that Chinese leader Chairman Hua Guofeng had invited her to 
China at a dinner he gave for her at the Chinese Babassy last night and that she had 
accepted. She would probably take up his personal invitation during the parliamentary 
recess next year, she added, 


Mrs Thatcher went to the grounds of Kensington Palace soon after 8 AM to say farewell to the 
Chinese leader after his week-long visit to Britain which, she said had been "a great success," 
Chairman Hua and his party took off by helicopter from Kensington Palace to travel to 


Heathrow airport and thence to Italy for a three day visit, the last leg of their three 
and a half week-long tour of Western Europe. 


when Mrs Thatcher goes to China it will be the second time she has been a guest of the 
Chinese but her first trip as prime minister. When she toured in April 1977 it was as 
leader of the opposition on a visit that embraced Japan and Hong Kong.- A Downing Street 
spokesman said: "It's almost inevitable when you have this sort of visit that the guest 
invites the host to reciprocate. There hes been a build-up in relationships over the 
last two years, starting with the Trade Ministry visit. At each stage you get a higher 
level of visitor." 
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CAKRINGTON PLAN FOR TRANSITIONAL PERIOD OUTLINED 
LD021958 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 1851 GMT 2 Nov 79 LD 
[By Tom NeMullan, PA diplomatic correspondent] 


[Text] Britain's detailed proposals for the transitional period leading to elections in 
Zimbabwe Rhodesia were tabled [offered] by the Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington tonigit, 
on what observers saw as a take-it-or-leave-it basis. These proposals provide cor the 

appointment of a governor and advisers who will run Rhodesia and arrange for elections. 


Lord Carrington was asked at a press conference after the afternoon session of the Lan- 
caster House conference how far the proposals were open to negotiation. He replied: 
"There is only limited room for manoeuver. Amy suggestions made by the Patriotic Front 
which alter the proposals in any sigificant way will have to be agreed with the Salisbury 
delegation as well." 


Bishop Abel Mozorewa's Rhodesian delegation, which has already accepted the principle 

of the proposals, is not expected to find any difficulty in accepting the details. But 
different considerations apply to the Patriotic Front. Guerrille leaders Mr Joshua Nkomo 
and Mr Robert Mugebe are likely to have a series of lengthy meetings over the weekend, 
They are expected to give an initial reacticn tomorrow, 


Lord Carrington has called the next session of the conference for Monday. But it is not 
yet clear that the Patriotic Front will be ready to give their final answer then. 


As Lord Carrington told the press conference, the proposals are not significantly dif- 
ferent frou what the conference has been discussing for the past two weeks. A new 

element gave some indication of what Britain will propose for the ceasefire arrangements 
which it is hoped to discuss next week, According to the proposals, the role of the 
military forces in the interim period will be to maintain the cease-fire and the commanders 
on both sides will be responsible to the governor for this, Britain proposes to establish 
means by which the military commanders on both sides wil] be represented to ensure con- 
pliance with the terms of the cease-fire. 


Lord Carrington tonigit declined to elaborate on this proposal until the conference 

has bad an opportunity to discuss the details. He also held out the prospect that ob- 
servers from a number of countries, including the Commonwealth, might be invited to 
monivor the cease-fire as well. The proposals indicate that Commonwealth governments 
will be invited to send observers to the elections to ensure that they are free and fair. 
No restrictions will be placed on the movement of the observers. Three days are to be 
set aside for polling. Registration of voters will not be required, But voters will 
have to produce evidence of identity and eligibility to vote. 


Lord Carrington told the press conference that no decision had yet been made on whether 
the government would seek to renew sanctions when the order expires in the Commons on 
November 15. He said that decision would depend on the progress of the conference. 
Lord Carrington himself indicated that he was hopeful that the conference might be 
finished by November 15. In reply to a question on this point, he said: "Everything is 
possible if you try hard enough." 
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In addition to the governor, a deputy governor who will also be British, will be 
appointed. The governor will have advisers on military, police, legal and political 
matters. When the governor arrives in Rhodesia according to the proposals, and his 
authority has been accepted, "Rhodesia will have returned to lawful government as part 
of her majesty's dominions." Bishop Muzorewa and his colleagues will not exercise 
ministerial functions during the interim period. Legislation will be submitted to 

the British Parliament as a matter of urgency so that the governor, 45 soon as he 
arrives, can take the necessary steps to enuble the election to take place. Any order 
bamming or restricting political parties will be revoked. 


Patriotic Pront Rejection 
LpOS124% London SUNDAY TELEGEAPH in English 4 Nov 79 p 1 LD 
[By John Smalldon) 


[Excerpt] Patriotic Pront leaders yesterday disappointed Lord Carrington, the foreig 


secretary, by refusing to accept his suggestion that they should promptly accept the 
British proposals for cesse-fire and interim government in Rhodesia. 


Mr Robert Mugabe znd Mr Joshua Nkom, at 4 press conference in London yesterday, 
demanded that their guerrilla troops be integrated into any ceasefire-and-interin 
security arrangements. Ther also dug their heels in on their repeated demand that 
United Nations forces should supervise elections, 4 point which Lord Carrington 
specifically refuses. 


Mr Mugabe said, We naturally want to see a position where our defence force “nd our 
police force assume equal status with the forces of the regime." Brandishing 4 copy 
of the British proposals, Mr Nkom added, “We mist get the two military forces together, 
and it is only when the people see us together will they know that the war is over." 


In private talks on Friday night the guerrilla leaders told Lord Carrington they would 
continue to be critical of the British plan for 4 governor with undisputed authority, 
and the use of British police to maintain law and order. Lord Carrington asked then 

to follow the example of Bishop Muzorewa, the Zinbabwe-Rhodesia prime minister, and 
accept the British plan in outline, while still leaving details for discussion. He is 
Plainly chafing at the long-inded nature of the conference which enters its ninth week 
tomorrow, and is making it clear to all parties that the success of the conference is 
being threatened by such slow progress. 


There were signs at yesterday's press conference that the Patriotic Pront are resiged 
to inevitable acceptance of the British plan, but do not intend to hurry their decision. 
The conference was generally good-natured and there was little vehemence in the attacks 
on Britain's plans. 
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RALLIS COMMENTS ON MEETING WITH U.S, AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY 
ATO217%6 Athens TO VIMA in Greek 2 Nov 79 p 1 AT 


{Excerpt] Foreign Minister G, Rallis yesterday confirmed the exclusive TO VIMA report 
that during his meeting with U.S, Ambassador McCloskey he discussed the NATO issue, 

but denied that the visit was in the form of a demarvhe. Im his statement, Rallis men- 
tioned the following: 


"Since the NATO issue is outstanding, it is natural for contacts and talks on it to 
be held, I am surprised that every contict is blown out of proportion, In any case, 
the visit of the U.S, Ambassador was not in the form of a demarche. I discussed with 
MeCloskey current issues of mutual interest,” 


Yesterday, the government spokesman confirmed another TO VIMA report that General Rogers’ 
new initiatives have not yet acquired the form of a specific plan and claimed that the 
new Rogers plan has not been submitted t« the Greek Government, 


PRESS VIEWS NATO QUES ‘ON, MCCLOSKEY TALKS 

ESTIA Colum 
ATO021900 Athens ESTIA in Greek 2 Nov 79 p 1 AT 
{Prom the "World" Column: "If They So Desire...") 


[Text] The demarche which U.S, Ambassador McCloskey -ede to Foreig Minister G. Rallis 

on the issue of Greece's return to the NATO miiite , wing was a rock that was thrown in 

the stagnant waters of the entire U.S, stance, fF ygardless of relevant reservations one 

may have and not knowing the exact content of the McCloskey demarche, the fact is that 

the U.S, uneasiness becoming apparent over the outstanding issue and the resultant weakening 
of the southeastern NATO wing can be an indication that the people in Washington are 
beginning, at last, to realize the error of their ways, 


Certain other U.S, actions, like the explanations NATO requested from Ankara concerning 
the recent exacerbation it caused in its relations with Greece, lead to the above thougits. 
Given the fact that Turkeydidnot give any satisfactory explanation, it is obvious that, 
despite their pro-Turkish stance, the NATO allies cannot disregard reality or fail to 
understand who is the creator of the disturbance which is complicating matters, 


We were saying, therefore, that some change possibly may have started to take place in 
the U.S. leadership's stance, if one is to judge from McCloskey's demarche and the U.5, 
Gemarche to Ankara, However, in this affair there is an obscure and ominous point, 
This concerns the proposals of the NATO field marshal, U.S, General Rogers. According 
to reports from Brussels, Rogers, aware of the issue of the “special relationship” 
Greece is demanding for return to the alliance's military wing, is determined to draft 
his proposals “in a spirit of gcodwill toward the Greek side." However, what does 

this gentleman mean when he speaks of his goodwill toward the Greek side? As is well 
known, Greece asks nothing else except due respect for its sovereig rigits and its sig- 
nificant role in this area of the world, If, therefore, Rogers' proposals spring from 
that notorious "plan" of his predecessor in NATO leadership, General Haig, then let } im 
know that his proposals will have the same fate, rejection, because they would const (tute 
shameless desigs against a friend and ally who hed been faithful and valuable! 
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Regarding assurances thut the goal of Rogers’ proposals will be to examine only technical- 
military details which corcern Greece's return--that is, without reference to the sovereign 
rigits of Greece and Turkey in the Aegeane-let all foreig "“do-gooders” know that their 
“concoctions” are no longer acceptable! Therefore, if they truly want to see Greece 

again take up its role in the alliance's ranks, they should provide the necessary proof 

of their desire by abanioning their "plans" and “propossls” and fully rvcogizing this 
country's right to provide by all means for the defense of its sovereim rigits and its 
national dignity not only for the present but for the future! 


RIZOSPASTIS Commentary 
AT021602 Athens PIZOSPASTIL in Greek 2 Nov 79 p 2 AT 
{Prom the "Radical" column: "The Rogers Plan"--paragraphing as published] 


{Text] The demarche by U.S, Ambassador R. McCloskey to Foreign: Minister R°llise-the second 
in 15 dayse--and the "wishes" Schmidt, Thatcher and Cossiga expressed to Prime Minister 

K. Karamanlis during his recent trip to the FPederal Republic of Germany, Britain and Italy 
for Greece's complet< return to the Atlantic alliance (the issue was linked with accession 
to the EEC) show that U.S,-NATO imperialists are intensifying their pressure for our 
country's unconditional reconfinement to the NATO military wing. Naturally, judging by 
what both the prime minister and other government personalities have stated, the government 
is putting up some resistance, This is proven, after all, by the rejection of che Haig 
plan which envisaged the remunciation of our country's sovereig rigits over the Aegean, 
Kowever, the U,S,-NATO imperialists are not discouraged, They persist and they believe 
that ultimately their persistence will bear fruit because the objections which the Greek 
Government has thus far put forth do not concern the substance of the problem but certain 
"technical issues" about which Washington and its partners are trying to find necessary 
formilas for their “settlement.” The basis of the NATO activities--especially of the 
Americans-«-is the Greek Government's desire for return to NATO, Jts application for 
return, which is still outstanding in the alliance's competent ore ms, provides much room 
for mammevers and pressures so that one can liave his cake and eat it too, At present, 
Washington is trying to do precisely this wiih the plan the new chief of NATO forces in 
Europe U.S. General Rogers has prepared, which is nothing more than the Haig plan with «a 
"tilt" toward technical issues, McCloskey stated to Rallis that Washington supports 
Rogers' new initiatives and asked the Greek Government “not to reject these new proposals.” 
In fact, it seems that pressures are so unbearrble and the Americans so firm in their 
demands that the government party itself is wondering "what will Greece's position be from 
now on inside the Atlantic alliance and how will it behave toward the alliance,” There- 
fore, the ides is being dropped by I KATHIMERINI (Article by G. Mhirosos in the 51 October 
1979 issue) to “hispanize” Greece in the future; that is, almost to let things be as they 
are at present. Let Greece remain in the NATO political wing, cooperate with the NATO 
military wing ( although not a member, Spain cooperates with both) and in any case let the 
Americans retain their bases on Greek soil, It is a solution, Dhrosos writes, which "is 
in the interests of Greece and the West, things being what they are, Other solutions based 
on pressures and blacikssail would be disastrous, not so mach for Greece as for the Atlantic 
alliance!" Burdened with the inheritance of political subjuzation, the rigit cannot see 
any other solution outside the Atlantic framework, Howeve., the Greek people and even 

a large part of New Democracy voters, due to their long bitter experience and their infal- 
lible sense, believe that there is only one solution: Pinal disengagement from the as- 
gressive NATO alliance and definitively ridding our country of foreig bases and of U.S, 
“protection,” Sooner or later the Greek people will impose this solution, 
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GOVERNMENT SAYS REPORTS OF MEETING WITH TURKS INACCURATE 
ATO21318 Athens AKROPOLIS in Greek 2 Nov 79 pp 1.9 AT 


[Text] A governuent spokesman described as inaccurate reports fron Ankara that the 
secretaries general of Greek and Turkish foreig: ministries will meet in the middle of 
November. Originally the meeting had been fixed fo> Novenber an¢ only its exact date 
rewained to be set. Whether the meeting will take place is not known since the Denuirel 
government hes not yet been formed nor has it appeared before the Turkish National 
Assetbly to ask @ vote of confidence. 


Consequently, the uneertainty regarding the fate of the wandate entrusted to Desire] to 
fora @ governsent may possibly influence the issue of the exact date for the new 
meeting between the two secretaries general. It is obvious that the new Turkish 
Governzent must, on the one hand, specify whether it endorses the decision of the 
Soviet Governnent to hold periodic meetings between the two secretaries general and on 
the other to give instructic to the secretary general of the Poreig Ministry; to 
enable hia to fulfill his sission. Thus, the seeting of the two secretaries gener?l 
may bave to be postponed for a later date. In any case, the Greek side expresses the 
hope that the Greek Turkish dialog will continue. 


I KATHIMERINI REPORTS SKOP AGREEMENT ON SALARY POLICY 
AT311B%5 Athens I KATHIMERIN] in Greek 31 Oct 79 pp 1.5 


[Text] Within the framework of the Council on Social and Economic Policy, SKOP, the 
government and producing classes yesterday agreed on principles which must govern 
income policy during 1980 and resolved to implenent iwnediately the process provided by 
law for drafting @ Collective Labor Agreement. At the same time the government prozised 
te announce increases to be granted to public servants. It is reported that the Greek 
General Confederation of Labor, GSEE. will invediately proceed with abrogation of the 
eXisting agreenent and that dialog will commence between workers and e=ployers so that 
a new pay [agreement] will be effective as of 1 January 1980 and not, as in previous 
years, as of Pebruary or March. Increases for public servants will be « first indica- 
tion of what will take place in the private sector. It is officially estimated that 
increases in the public sector, given existing deficits and the need to cut down public 
spending, will not be more than 10 percent, in which case increases in the private 
sector could not be more than 12 percent. These increases, which in practice will be 
higver @ue to allowances etc., cover the expected rise in the cost of living index 

(15 percent in 1980). 


TT» general lines of salary policy agreed upon by SKOP are the following: 


l--Tr ore wast be @ policy against inflation @uring 1980 in order to lisit the annual 
price hike to 15 percent. 

2+-At the same time a satisfactory rate of development must be maintained within the 
constraints of the primary need to combat inflation. 

3«-Specific enphasis will be given to improving productivity. 

4--Provision must be made so that burdens arising from the above policy are distributed 
justly among 411 classes according to their potential, with parallel active cuts 
of consuver spending in the public sector. 

5««The effort to combat tax evasion must be continued with undiminished drive and 
taxation reforms, dictated by the many years of & rising cost of living index, wust 
be inplesented. 
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After the meeting Coordination Minister Mitsctakis stated that contact achieved th...... 
SKOP was construct ‘ve because there was agreement on the facts of the country's econczy, 
Ss developments ani immediate prospects. It was also agreed that SKOP's plenum should 
meet four times a year instead of two (the next meeting will be in March) and that issues 
® be examined will be productivity. public health and social security. 


In conclusion the minister clarified the goverment is not considering a change ‘n the 
inst itutiona:.. framework of negotiations for fixing workers rasuneration (a change was 
dq@unded by the CSEE) ana that existing legislation will be implemented this year. 


The Joint conclusions reached by the various classes and the goverment on the development of 
Greek economy during 1979 are included in a voluminous report of the SKOP executive camittee 
which, among other things, also stresses: 


--The rate of economic develomment slowed down during 1979, specifically from 5.5 percent in 
1978 to 4 percent this year. With the exception of construction and mines all other 
sectors slowed down with agriculture dropping to 5 percent. 


--There is mo weacployment in Greece at the moment but difficulties in exports and the 
weakening of economic activity could lead to a limited deterioration of amployment and 
labor potential in 1980. 


--During the current year there was a significant sicwdown in the rate of productivity, a 
speeding up of the rate of inflation, a cut in the rise of workers real income and a 
sudden deterioration of the balance of paymerts, 


--During 1979 the self-employed, public servants and workers in both industry and construc- 
tion, will improve or at least will maintain the level of real disposable income they had 
the previous year. By contrast qa@uployees in the private sector and in other categories 
will have a cut in real income, 


«-«In the public sector, while expenditure develops according to the budget, there is a delay 
in collection of revenue, 


After insisting on a supplementary increase during the current year, GSEE representatives 
asked that income policy in 1980 be based upon the cost of living index while bearing in 
mind the increase in national revenue and productivity, They also insisted on the need 
for a drastic cut in taxation of workers and requested: 


1--Readjustment of the tax index for wage-earners wages; 

2«-A tax discount on the total income from salaried services equsl in percentage to the 
total income of the unskilled worker; 

5 ~+-Readjustr. at based upon the cost of living index of tax exemptions for family burdens; 

4--Tax exemption for private dwelling owners and a simila™ discount for those who rent 
living qurters. 


In conclusion the GSEE proposed participation of social insurance funds in productive 
investments as one of the measures for using a portion of their reserve funds, 


Representatives of the Panhellenic Confederation of vnions of Agricultural Cooperatives, 
PASESES, asked that there be no cut in credits issued to the agrarian sector which, in view 
of accession, needs support. Responsibility for price hikes does not rest with the famers 
but to defects in the movement and marketing of agricultural products, 


Representatives of the Association of Greek Lidustrialists, SEV, said that only an increase 
of productivity and production could effectively deal with inflation. 
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GSEE Abrogates Collective Agreement 


ATO21200 Athens TO VIMA in Greek 1 Nov 79 p 10 AT 


(Text ] The Greek General Confederation of Labor, GSEE, appears to be returning to the 
demand for adjustment of wages and salaries on the basis of the cost of living index through 
yesterday's decision by its administrative body to abrogate the national collective labor 
agreement which stipulates lowest income scales for unskilled workers, 


The government, however, already rejected this request during the other day's meeting of the 
Council on Social and Economic Policy, SKOP, when the GSEE also agreed with SKOP's unanimous 
decision that inflation must be "kept" at 15 percent during 1980. This goal means that 
increases in wages and salaries cannot "overthrow" this policy on 15 percent, Apparently 
the government's income policy for 1980 will be that increases to be granted to the lowest 
scales under the national collective labor agreement will not be a precedent for increases 
under branch agreements as was the case during the previous 2 salary periods, 


Under this proviso it is likely that the increase under the collective labor agreement 

will approach the cost of living index, or at least its goal of 15 percent, while increases 
under branch agreements will be perceptibly lower. In this way the GSEE demand for increases 
based upon the cost of living index to lower income brackets will only be partially satis- 
fied, There is a demand for adoption of a readjustment of wages and salaries on the basir 
of the cost of living index and not just for increases only. At this stage the GSEE can 
negotiate on an increase of lowest incomes only and not on general income policy and 

branch agreements. Thus a possible satisfaction--painless in a last analysis--of its demands 
on lowest incomes without branch increases will be presented as a “trade union success" and 
"firm adherence," to the demand for adjustments on the basis of the cust of living index. 


It is recalled that the general position of the "trade unionist opposition" 2s well as that 
of the GSEE, in its documents and resolutions, is a universal adoption of the cost of living 
adjustment for all salary and wage steps, In its explanation for the abrogation of the 

nat ional collective labor agreement the GSEE states that their action was taken “after the 
hhdisputable conclusion that the cost of living had gone past the rate of increases, thu 
altering the economic conditions under which the arbitration decision was issued at the 
beginning of the current year, at the expense of workers." The statement adds that it is 
GSEE's goal that under the general collective labor agreement "the arbitration decision must 
take effect as of November 1979 in order to cover the difference in wages and salaries 
created by the cost of living rise during this year." 


Yesterday's decisions of the GSEE plenum also included a declaration of a 2-hour panhellenic 
work stoppage onthe morning of 19 November, This mobilization falls within the limits of the 
"week for European action" scheduled by the Confederation of European Trade Unions to deal with 
problems affecting European workers such as unemployment, inflation and so forth, The GSEE 
statement says that this mobilization also incorporates the "special issue of interest to Greek 
workers," 


Naturally this decision of the GSEE did not include proposals by many other trade union 
organizations which demanded “more basic" mobilization in order to present labor demands, 
A proposal for a 24-hour warning strike was made by organizations which oppose the GSEE, 
such as the cooperating militant democratic workers-employees organizations, They have 
Called on the GSEE to “abandon its conciliatory policy" and to mobilize itself for the 
purpose of promoting labor demands. 
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DEMIREL MEETS WITH OFFICIALS OF OTHER PARTIES 
TAO31056 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMI 3 Nov 79 TA 


{Excerpt] Justice Party leader Suleyman Demirel said that he will start his talks with 
the officials of other parties today. Demirel said that he would hold his first such 
meeting with Democratic Party deputy leader Faruk Sukan at 1700 today. Demirel pointed 
out that National Salvation Party [NSP] leader Erbakan, Nationalist Action Party [NAP] 
leader Turkes and Republican Reliance Party [RRP] leader Turhan Feyzioglu were not in 
Ankara, Demirel added: I hope I will meet the honorable Turkes tomorrow. If the 
honorable Erbakan returns to Ankara tomorrow evening, I hope to meet with him on 
Monday, The RPP congress is on 4+ and 5 November, After that I will meet with RPP 
officials. 


Contacts; Press Conference 
TA031722 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 3 Nov 79 TA 


{Excerpts] Justice Party leader Suleyman Demirel, who was designated to form the 
goverment, has begun his contacts with the leaders of parties represented in the 
parliament. Demirel expressed the belief that he will conclude his contacts by 
Tuesday evening. 


Demirel held his first meeting with Democratic Party deputy leader Faruk Sukan at 
1700, The meeting which was held at Sukan!s office at the parliament lasted for an 
hour and 5 minutes. Ina statement after the meeting, Sukan said that Demirel had 
briefed him in detail on his activities. Sukan said that the people had expressed 
their preference on 14 October, and that under the circumstances the Justice Party 
should form the goverrment. Noting that he will personally vote in favor of the 
government, Sukan said that he will also take the issue to the authorized councils 
of his party. 


In a statement after the meeting, Demirel said that the Justice Party was not seeking 
a coalition govermment and that it will try to form a one-party goverrment, Demirel 
said, 


(Begin Demirel recording] I have explained this government model to the honorable 
Sukan, and I asked him to support the new govermment. He has promise“ his support. 
I expect he has already told you about his support, [end recording; 


At a news conference he held in Ankara at 1100, Demirel expressed his views regarding 

the formation of the new government and the problems in Turkey. He said that the new 
govermment should be concerned with the problems and not with status. Noting that 
preparations within the party for the formation of the government had been made, 

Demirel said that he will begin his contacts with the leaders of other parties today. 

He said that he will meet with Nationalist Action Party [NAP] leader Alpaslan Turkes 
tomorrow and with National Salvation Party [NSP] leader Nechettin Erbakan on Monday. 
Noting that he will meet with the RPP after the RPP congress, Demirei said that by 

Tuesday evening he will have concluded all the interparty contacts regarding the new 
goverment. Pointing out that Turkey was facing important domestic and foreign 

problems in November 1979, Demirel said that any goverrment to be formed will have 

to shoulder these problems, Referring to Turkey's problems at the news conference, 
Demirel said that unemployment had increased, that many businesses had been closed down 
and that investment had almost come to a standstill. Noting that the Turkish lira had 
been devalued by 150 to 300 percent and that the central bank had been crippled, Demirel 
added: The amount of money in circulation was 77.881 billion liras in 1977. This reached 
113.662 billion in 1978 and exceeded 175 billion in November 1979. The amount of money in 
circulation has been increased by 100 billion 1irasS within 2 years. This is the source-of 
inflation and the high cost of living. 
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Demirel pointed out that the present government had exhausted the supplies of various 
goods delivered to it and that there was not wheat or any other product that Turkey 
could export. Noting that the full-day employment bill adversely affected health 
services, Demirel said that patients were not only faced with a shortage of medicine 
but also with a shortage of doctors. He said that national education was far from 
being national and that partisanship had invaded all institutions at all levels. 
Noting that the TRT and ANATOLIA agency were deviating from the constitutional path, 
Demirel said that these institutions had become tools against the state and the system. 


Noting that the present government had not been able to solve any of Turkev's foreign 
problems, Demirel said that all problems were pending, In the last part of the news 
conference Demirel said the following: 


[Begin Demirel recording] This is not the whole picture of the situation in November 1979, 
I have given you this information within the framework of a news conference, I have 
mentioned the major issues to give you an idea. This is important; however, it is not 
everything. Even part of the problems that the new government will face shows us the 
gravity of the situation. I pointed out in the beginning of my speech that none of 

the problems are insoluble, All the problems mentioned here and all the others that 

I have not mentioned can be solved, They should be solved, Those who believe that 

Turkey will be crushed by these problems will definitely be disappointed. [end recording] 


Demirel later replied to questions, A journalist asked Demirel his opinion of the 
appointments made by various ministers, even after the resignation of the government. 
Demirel said that if the Justice Party formed a government it would cancel all these 
last-minute appointments aimed at looting the state. Another journalist asked Demirel 
his views of the RPP forming a government in the event he failed to do so, Demirel 
said that the RPP had received about 29 percent of the votes in the 14 October elec- 
tions. He added that a government based on these votes would lack a democratic legit- 
imacy. He concluded by saying that another attempt by the RPP to form a government 
would be contrary to the reasons for the present government's resignation, 


RPP OFFICIALS MEET WITH ECEVIT; PARTY DISSIDENTS ALSO MEET 
TAO4 1431 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1315 GMT 4 Nov 79 TA 


[Text] Ankara, 4 Nov (AA)--Officials of some of the Republican People's Party branches 
in Turkish provinces met yesterday under the chairmanship of caretaker Prime Minister 
and party leader Bulent Ecevit, In a speech at the meeting, Ecevit said the local 
officials of the RPP would determine who was going to chair the RPP extraordinary 
congress which opens today. Presidents of RPP local organizations in Afyon, Bursa, 
Cankiri, Edirne, Hatay, Kirklareli, Sakarya and Usak took part in the meeting. 


Meanwhile, dissident groups within the party who are opposing the administrators of 
the party, particularly the General Administrative Council (the members of which have 
recently resigned in the wake of the 14 October by-elections in which the RPP suffered 
considerable losses) met yesterday to determine a common policy to be conducted during 
the RPP extraordinary congress which will amount to a vote of confidence for the RPP 
leader Ecevit, 


Representatives of three dissident groups within the party, namely Deniz Baykal, Ali 
Topuz and Suleyman Genc, said theil aim was to elect a new General Administrative 
Council which would convene a new RPP congress in order to solve the "problems in- 
volving the party assembly." 


During the dissidents' meeting, it was agreed to have Scref Baksik elected as the new 
secretary general of RPP, As can be recalled, Baksik had become RPP secretary general 
in 1971 for some time replacing Ecevit who had resigned from that post. 











VII. 5 Nov 79 T 5 TURKEY 


ECE. iT OPENS EXTRAORDINARY RPP CONGRESS 
TAO41104 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMT 4 Nov 79 TA 


[Text] The eighth extraordinary congress of the RPP has convened in Arkara. The &PP chief 
of Gazianter, Zihni Kutlar, was elected the chairman of the congress which began at the 
Ataturk sports hall at 1000 this morning. After the chairmanship council members were 
elected, party leader and Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit came to the rostrum to deliver the 
opening speech. 


In his speech Ecevit said that the extraordinary congress would corstitute the beginning 
of the strengthening of the party. Assessing the results of the 14 October midterm ani by- 
elections, Ecevit pointed out that his party had lost a very large mmber of votes but that 
the Justice Party had not gained a very large mumber of votes. He stressed that the RPP 
votes had not slid to the Justice Party. Only, he said, the RPP voters did not vote ani 
thus gave failing marks to the RPP. However, the RPP did not fail completely. It failed 
only partially. 


Ecevit noted that it would be wrong to assess the 14 October midterm ani by-elections as 
general elections. Reiterating that the RPP had participated in the 14 October electiors 
under diffi:ult conditions, Ecevit said: We would not have received so few votes if we 
cid not have the problems we had within the goverrment and within the party and if we had 
Succeeded in telling the people what we want to do and how. 


Ecevit then stated that a minority goverrment was more appropriate for Turkey than a 
coalition goverrment, because a minority goverrment could at least function more conistently 
and harmoniously. Ecevit said: When forming a minority goverrment the Justice Party must 
realize am accept the fact that from now on all parties have this right. 


In his speech, Ecevit announced that Guler Gurpinar, the chairwoman of the RPP women's 
branches central council, had resigned from the post. Ecevit said that in her resignation 
letter, Gurpinar said that she shared the responsibilities of the RPP General Administrative 
Council, and therefore, acting in harmony with it, she had resigned as well. 


Bulent Ecevit was still delivering his speech when this news bulletin was prepared. 
According to the agenda of the extraordinary congress, following Ecevit's speech a general 
debate will be opened on the problems of the country and on the attitude of the RPP 
[regarding these problems], After the debate a vote of confidence will be held on the 
party leader. 
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